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THE ISTHMIAN CAPYBARA IN THE TOCUMEN SAVANNAS, PANAMA

The distribution of the Tsthmian Capybars, Hydeochosrus dsthinius Goldman, in Lhe
Panamg region has been a matter of apecial interest to the staff of the Gorgas Moemaorial
Taboratory for a mumber of vesrs due to the extreme snsceptibility of thiz lerge rodent to
equing frypancsomiasia (Clack, H. C. and Duen, Lo H, Amec. Jour, Trop. Med., 13, ne. 3:
273281, 1933).  Until the recent report from che Chagrez River in the Canal Zone (Treapido,
H., Jour, Mamm., 28; 4089, 1947) this apecies was known only from the drainase of Lhe
Tuyrs River in Darien, in extreme egstern Panama.

It has recently been posaible to establish that the capybara is ackoally quite common in
the Pacifie coastal swamps Inbe which Lhe Toeemen, Cabuya, and the Cabra rivers ephy,
about ffteen miles east of Panama City. While the speeiez iz abundant there its dis-
Lrilsation is apparently somewhat restricted, as it has never been reported Trom dhe eoastal
matzhes farther east another fifteon miles where the memberz of the Le Juagus Hunt Club
have hunted for a number of years.

Chn April 14, 1948, while walking glong & game trail in the swvamp south of the eastern end
of the new Tooumen internstionsl airport, with Sr. Pedro Galimio, our attention was drawn
by o beavy rustle in the tall prasa, AL chiz time of year, the end of the dry season, the water
in the ares is redoecd to a nember of deep poola in which we were ohasrving & coneentration
of caimans,  What we at first suppoasd to be a caiman et off from the water, roshed through
the grass and dashed up the game trail on which we stood, brushed against Sr. Galindo,
knocked bim to one side, and passed some four feet in front of me.  The snimal was planly
& oapybara. A survey of the ares then diselosed numerons droppings. A Dittle later we
encounterad & group of natives hooting catnan and deseribed the anieal 1o them.  They
promptly recognized it s o Fponeho,” the common name which iz also applied to Hydro-
chocrus i Darien, These men who hant this savannah vegalarly informed us that the
“noncho' was a common inhebitant of the area and had been there a3 long as they conld
remember. I seems unlikely, therefore, that the capybars there 13 & recent introduction,
Il rather that the openiog of the srea wilth the new roads Lo the sirport bas browght them
Lo o attention—HanoLn Trarino, Gorgas Wemerial Laboralory, Poanama, Republien de
FPanania,  Hecetved June 28, 1848,



	p1.jpg

